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Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed on September 07, 2007 have been 
considered and are deemed persuasive. However, they are moot in 
view of the new ground (s) of rejection. 

• Claims 1-17 are presented for examination. 

• Claims 18-19 are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American 
Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual 
Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do 
not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly 
or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
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reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the 
amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Casey et al (USPN 6493349 herein "Casey". 

As per claim 1, Casey teaches a virtual private network (VPN) 
gateway for interfacing two or more virtual private networks 
(VPNs) to one or more external networks, the external network or 
networks having a different addressing scheme or schemes to 
those of the VPNs, the VPN gateway having a network address 
translator (NAT) shared by the VPNs for converting VPN 
addresses of entities within the VPNs to addresses of the 
external network (fig. 2 and col. 3, lines 27-56 and col. 4, 
lines 8-56) . 

As per claim 2, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 1, the 
NAT comprising a source and destination NAT, arranged such that 
entities in the external networks appear to one of the VPNs to 
have an address within an address range of the respective VPN 
(fig. 2 and col. 3, lines 27-56 and col. 4, lines 8-56) . 
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As per claim 3, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 2, the 
entities in the external networks comprising at least one of : a 
call server, a SIP proxy, a web server, a storage server, a 
video server, a mall server, an H.323 gateway, a telephony 
client, or a telephony media gateway (col. 5, lines 5-28). 

As per claim 4, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 1, the 
external network address used for each VPN entity being unique 
in the corresponding external network (col. 6, lines 38-56). 

As per claim 5, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 1 having 
one or more physical or logical interface ports, and being 
arranged to determine an identity of each of the VPNs based on 
which one or more physical or logical Interface port on the* VPN 
gateway is used to couple the respective VPN (fig. 2 and col. 3, 
lines 27-56 and col. 4, lines 8-56) . 

As per claim 6, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 1, the 
VPNs each comprising a part of an Internet Protocol (IP) network 
(fig. 3) . 
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As per claim 7, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of calm 6 where 
the multiple VPNs use overlapping private IP addressing schemas 
(fig. 3) 

As per claim 8,. Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 6, being 
arranged to provide protocol conversion. 

As per claim 9, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 1, the 
VPNs being arranged to use at least one of ATM, Frame Relay. 
MPLS or IP (fig. 3) . 

As per claim 1-, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 1 
arranged to couple communication sessions having one end in one 
of the VPNs and another end in the external network, the 
sessions being controlled by a server (see figures 2 and 3) . 

As per claim 11, Casey teaches the VPN gateway of claim 10, the 
communication sessions being one of data sessions, telephony 
calls, or video calls (col. 5, lines 5-28). 

As per claim 12, Casey teaches the VPN gateway. of claim 10 
arranged to communicate to the external network entities the VPN 
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identity associated with a given communication session (fig. 2 

and col. 3, lines 27-56 and col. 4, lines 8-56). 

As per claims 13 and 14, Cases teaches a method of using a 
virtual private network (VPN) gateway to interface two or more 
VPNs to one or more external networks, the external network or 
networks having different addressing schemes to those of the 
VPNs, the VPN gateway having a network address translator (NAT) , 
the method having the steps of using the VPN gateway for passing 
information between the two or more VPNs and the one or more 
external networks, and converting VPN addresses of entities 
within the two or more VPNs to addresses of the external network 
and such that entities in the external networks appear to the 
respective VPN to have an address within an address range of the 
respective VPN. (See fig 2 and 3; col. 3, lines 27-56 and col. 
4 , lines 8-56) . 

As per claim 15, Casey teaches the method of offering a .virtual 
packet network service using the gateway of claim 1 (fig. 2 and 
col. 3, lines 27-56 and col. 4, lines 8-56). 
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As per claim 16, Casey teaches a node suitable for use as part 
of a network, the node having a VPN gateway as set out in claim 
1 (fig. 2 and col. 3, lines 27-56 and col. 4, lines 8-56). 
As per claim 2, Casey teaches a computer readable medium encoded 
with software for carrying out the method of claim 13 (these 
feature is an inherent feature in performing the invention of 
Casey) . 

Claims 1, 13 and 14, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Boden et al (USPN US 20030149899) herein 
"Boden". 

As per claims 1, 13 and 14, Boden teaches a method of using a 
virtual private network (VPN) gateway to interface two or more 
VPNs to one or more external networks, the external network or 
networks having different addressing schemes to those of the 
VPNs, the VPN gateway having a network address translator (NAT), 
the method having the steps of using the VPN gateway for passing 
information between the two or more VPNs and the one or more 
external networks, and converting VPN addresses of entities 
within the two or more VPNs to addresses of -the external network 
and such that entities in the external networks appear to the 
respective VPN to have an address within an address range of the 
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respective VPN. (See Abstract; fig 2; 1 0032-0037 and H0041- 
0047). 

As to the dependent claims Boden teaches the invention as 
claimed see (Abstract, figs 1-2; f 0032-0037 and 50041-0047). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yasin 
Barqadle whose telephone number is 571-272-3947. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be 
reached on 571-272-394 9. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 703-872-9306 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may^ be 
obtained form the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR system. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
YB 
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